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Bowman Watson, Bryan McHenry  (grandson of Ross), Hall of Fame chairman Carroll Jett

McHenry, Watson First To Enter PHS Grid Hall
With over 100 years of football tradition and 779 victories to rank sixth best in the history of high school football nation-wide, Parkersburg High School has added something new to its incredible gridiron existence – the first ever Big Red Football Hall of Fame.

The initial class of inductees will be ushered into the shrine this season with two former players /coaches revealed before each home game.

The brainchild of new head coach Don Reeves, a former standout player himself at PHS, the Football Hall of Fame will honor former players, coaches, broadcasters and supporters. All members of the new hall will receive plaques and their pictures will be hung in the new football museum located above the current Big Red locker room in the Mary Lou Hague Sports & Art Complex on the campus of PHS. The museum is open daily and prior to all home football games.

Ross McHenry and Bowman Watson will be the first pair to be inducted into the Hall of Fame. McHenry will enter as both a Big Red player and coach while Watson was selected as a player. 

Although not a large young man, McHenry has been rated as one of the best tackles to ever play the game at Parkersburg High. For the first 107 years of PHS football he was the only three-time, first team all-state selection – earning that honor from 1920-1922. As a senior, McHenry drop-kicked 32 of 47 extra points and added a field goal. He kicked 13 extra points in one game, a 111-0 victory over Allegheny (MD).

It was seven years before McHenry returned to his birthplace. During that span he was a four year letter winner at West Virginia University, making captain and All-East as a senior and playing in the East-West Shrine Game. He was the line coach at WVU for two years.

He became the PHS head football coach in 1929 and compiled a 44-20-7 record during his seven-year stay (good for seventh place on the all-time win list). He remained one of Parkersburg High School’s greatest supporters after his coaching career ended and was even the homecoming parade marshal one year. He has previously been elected into the PHS Sports Hall of Fame, the Mid-Ohio Valley Hall of Fame and the WVU Hall of Fame.

Watson was one of the mainstays of the great 1950 state championship PHS team – a squad which went 11-0 and outscored opponents 303-39.  That team had the first Kennedy Award winner from PHS in halfback Jim Earley, who credited much of his yardage to the blocking of Watson. 

Although he played guard, Watson was fast enough to run on the 100, 220 and 440 relay teams at PHS and was considered to have perfect blocking technique. He was captain of the North team in the 1951 North-South football game and was also a member of the 1951 state championship wrestling team. He was given a scholarship to West Virginia University, where he lettered as a freshman. 

A tribute to Watson’s outstanding play came 20 years later when he was selected as the starting guard on the Parkersburg Sentinel’s all-time area football team, a team which included all schools in the Mid-Ohio Valley area.  

